
Interdepartmental Plant Physiology Major 
Spring Seminar Series (P Phy 696) 

 
Student Presentations 

 
Wednesdays 4:10 – 5:00 pm 

Spring, 2005 
138 Horticulture Building 

 
Date Student 

(Major Prof) 
Topic 

February 2 
 

Li Li 
(Rotation) 
Chuan He  
(Rotation) 

Studies on biodegradable plastic in transgenic plants 
 
Long distance RNA movement 

February 9 
 

Xi Chen  
(Rotation) 
Xiaomin Yu  
(Rotation) 

Localization of starch synthases 
 
Gene trapping with firefly luciferase in Arabidopsis: 
tagging of stress-responsive genes 

February 16 
 

Jackson Moeller  
(Whitham Lab) 

A transgenomic approach to discover plant genes with 
conserved functions in pathogen resistance 

February 23 
 

Alexis Hoffman  
(Nikolau Lab) 
Tracie Bierwagen  
(James/Myers Lab) 

The characterization of genes involved in cuticular 
wax biosynthesis 
Investigating the role of alpha amylase in transient 
starch breakdown in Arabidopsis 

March 2 
 

Sule Karaman  
(Wang Lab) 

Utilization of corn for production of vaccine and 
vaccine components 

March 7* 
 

Fredy Romero  
(Hannapel Lab) 

The use of hairy root cultures to enhance alkamide 
production in Echinacea 

March 9 
 

Matt Hillwig 
(Wurtele Lab) 

Metabolic profiling of Hypericum (St. John’s Wort) 
species 

March 23 
 

Yang Xu   
(Rodermel Lab) 

To be announced 

March 30 
 

Andrea Scarpa   
(Wang Lab) 

Gene regulation in soybean governed by an 
Arabidopsis MAP3K homolog 

April 6 Huiying Liu  
(Rodermel Lab) 

Positional cloning in Arabidopsis 
 

April 13 Elizabeth Pettit, Ph.D.  
(Miller Lab) 

Exit seminar: Translational control of gene 
expression mediated by the 3’ untranslated region o f 
Barley Yellow Dwarf Virus 

April 20 Fei Yu, Ph. D.  
(Rodermel Lab) 

Exit seminar: The study of var2 variegation 
mechanism 

April 27 LN Krishnaswamy 
(Peterson Lab) 

Jumping genes jumbles genome 
 

 
Light refreshments will be available prior to seminar 


